Note from AFA President -- Strategic posture, Al Qaida's Goals

AFA Members, Congressional Staffers, Civic Leaders, DOCA Members, last week AFA held its Global Warfare
Symposium in LA. We had some great speakers - to include Secretary of the Air Force Donley, Gen Chilton, Gen
Kehler, Gen North, Lt Gen Klotz, and many others. We will be putting transcripts of the speeches on our website
... but there were several which brought out great points.

With all the press on: Quadrennial Defense Review, Space Posture Review, Nuclear Posture Review, Ballistic
Missile Defense Review, and a follow-on START treaty with Russia, Gen Chilton's talk was especially timely. In it
he laid out what he needs to do his very complex mission. You can find it on the STRATCOM website at:
http://www.stratcom.mil/speeches/27/Air_Force_Association2009_Air_Force Association_quotGlobal Warfare S
ymposiumqguot

Lt Gen Klotz's talk centered on the challenges facing the newest Major Command in the Air Force - Global Strike
Command. One thing he said struck me - "Every Air Force officer should read the Congressional Commission on
the Strategic Posture of the United States.” The report was written by a committee chaired by former Secretary of
Defense William J. Perry. Since General Klotz is one of the smartest officers on active duty [and one of two
Rhodes Scholars who are Lt Generals], | took the time to read the report - and Gen Klotz is right - it is a seminal
report worth your time. You can find it at: http://www.usip.org/programs/initiatives/congressional-commission-the-
strateqgic-posture-the-united-states

The rest of the speeches will be put on our website next week - probably mid-week. Check our website at:
http://www.afa.org/ then click the Global Warfare Symposium button on the right side of the home page.

Finally, as we celebrate Thanksgiving, we need to remember the sacrifices of our great Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines, Coast Guardsmen, and civilians serving in harm's way - protecting our freedom. It is also worth noting
that the enemy is global and it has stated its aims very clearly. While | could go into great detail on what those
aims are ... the best depiction is one simple map. [Map:

http://www.afa.org/EdOp/2009/map_of united states of islam.asp] | found this map on the web 5 years ago ...
and kept it in a visible place in my office. A couple of things to note - first is the title of the map. Secondly, take a
look at the lower right corner of the map. When someone asks me what Al Qaida wants, showing this map is the
simplest way to point out their strategic aims, the long-term nature of the conflict, and the enemy's patience.

For your consideration.
Mike

Michael M. Dunn
President/CEO
Air Force Association

To comment on this, visit AFA Blog. (Google account is required)
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